During the Eating Disorders Awareness Week in February, psychiatrists warned of the 'damaging portrayal' of eating disorders in the media and called for a new editorial code to be drawn up to encourage the media to stop promoting unhealthy body images and 'glamorising' eating disorders. Instead, the media should be encouraged to use images of people with more diverse body shapes, and help people feel more positive about their own bodies.

Members of the College Eating Disorders Section are increasingly concerned about the harmful influence of the media on people's body image and self-esteem, and called for a new forum to tackle the issue. The forum should include representatives from the media and advertising agencies, regulatory bodies, eating disorder experts, eating disorder organisations and politicians. The psychiatrists are being backed in their call by the eating disorders charity, Beat.

IHLFS is a 3-year scheme that supports 'Health Links' between health institutions in low- and middle-income countries and the UK. Funded by the UK Department for International Development and the Department of Health, and jointly managed by THET (Tropical Health and Education Trust) and the British Council, IHLFS (Round 2) is now open for applications. The scheme aims to strengthen the capacity of health services in low- and middle-income countries by providing £1.25 million each year to support the work of Health Links -- formalised partnerships between a health institution in a low- or middle-income country and a counterpart in the UK. The purpose of a Link is to strengthen health systems and improve health service delivery by allowing for a reciprocal transfer of skills and knowledge between people working in the healthcare sector. Round 2 has funding available for start-up grants of up to £3000 and project grants of up to £15 000 a year for 1 year or 22 months. Further details can be obtained at <http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-healthlinks.htm>.
